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William Henry Pearson (1831-1920) 

William Henry Pearson was born on the 9th of November 1831 in London, England to Thomas 
Pearson (1876-1849) and Anne Clemson (1809-1847) and immigrated to Canada in 1835 at the 
age of four. His family first settled on a farm in Brantford before moving to Toronto in 1839. He 
married Mary Ann Cline (1835-1912) on the 5th of March 1856 and together they would have 
eight children.  Pearson began work at the age of fifteen as a clerk at the post office distribution 
warehouse, before being promoted to work as a mail sorter in 1851. In 1854, he was appointed 
chief clerk of the Consumers’ Gas Company, where he would remain for fifty-five years, the last 
twenty-one years as general manager. Pearson was an enthusiastic convert to Wesleyan 
Methodism and parishioner of the Richmond St. Wesleyan Methodist Church, where he also 
served as a teacher and superintendent of their Sunday School. Pearson had an exceptional 
memory, was extremely detail oriented and enjoyed keeping records. As a result, he maintained 
his Dates of Decease over a sixty-year period, which recorded the deaths and additional details 
of 4200 individuals. Additionally, he would publish his memories of Toronto, Recollections and 
Records of Toronto of Old in 1914. He died on 5th of April 1920 at the age of 88 and is buried at 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 

 

Useful links: 

W.H Pearson’s Date of Decease (Vol. I, 1853-1897) 

https://fishercollections.library.utoronto.ca/islandora/object/fisher2%3A4869 (images only) 

https://fromthepage.com/utl/general-manuscripts/volume-1-dates-of-decease-of-those-who-were-
my-friends-or-with-whom-i-was-slightly-acquainted (currently 45% transcribed and searchable) 

W.H Pearson’s Date of Decease (Vol. II, 1898-1920) 

https://fishercollections.library.utoronto.ca/islandora/object/fisher2%3A4870 (images only) 

https://fromthepage.com/utl/general-manuscripts/volume-2-dates-of-decease-of-those-who-were-
my-friends-or-with-whom-i-was-slightly-acquainted (100% transcribed and searchable) 

W.H Pearson’s memoir, Recollections and Records of Toronto of Old (1914) 

https://archive.org/details/recollectionsrec00pear/mode/2up	
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